Santa Clara Valley Urban Runoff
Pollution Prevention Program

2014 Program Summary

Santa Clara Valley Urban Runoff Pollution Prevention Program
2014 Program Summary

Program Overview
The Santa Clara Valley Urban Runoff Pollution Prevention Program (SCVURPPP or Program) is
an association of 15 municipal agencies in the Santa Clara Valley that are regulated under the
Clean Water Act by the San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board for discharging
urban (stormwater) runoff to the lower South San Francisco Bay through their stormwater
conveyance systems. Member agencies include the cities of Campbell, Cupertino, Los Altos,
Milpitas, Monte Sereno, Mountain View, Palo Alto, San José, Santa Clara, Saratoga, and
Sunnyvale, the towns of Los Altos Hills and Los Gatos, the County of Santa Clara, and the Santa
Clara Valley Water District. The Program and member agencies implement pollution prevention,
source control, monitoring and outreach programs aimed at reducing pollutants in urban
runoff, and protecting water quality and beneficial uses of the San Francisco Bay and Santa
Clara Valley creeks and rivers.
The Program is organized, coordinated, and implemented in accordance with a Memorandum
of Agreement (MOA) signed by the member agencies. The Program’s Management Committee,
consisting of one designated representative and one alternate from each member agency,
meets monthly to discuss and make decisions regarding Program business. Program
management services are provided by EOA, Inc. and the City of Sunnyvale is the Program’s
fiscal agent.

Mission Statement
“To assist in the protection of beneficial uses of receiving waters by preventing
pollutants generated from activities in urban areas from entering runoff to
the maximum extent practicable.”

Stormwater
Management
Requirements
In 1990, SCVURPPP member agencies received
the first NPDES permit in the nation for the
discharge of stormwater to surface waters via the
public agencies’ storm drain systems. The permit
has been re-issued three times (1995, 2001 and
2009). The current NPDES permit for municipal
stormwater discharges in the San Francisco Bay
area, also known as the Municipal Regional Permit
(MRP), covers 76 municipal agencies in five Bay
area counties and includes requirements for
controlling specific pollutants of concern including
mercury, polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) and
trash; and requires water quality monitoring and
stormwater runoff controls for new development
and redevelopment projects. The MRP is tentatively
scheduled for reissuance in late 2015.

Prepared for the Santa Clara Valley Urban Runoff Pollution Prevention Program (SCVURPPP) by EOA, Inc. April 2015. For
additional information, visit the Program’s website at www.scvurppp.org or contact the Program office at 1-866-WATERSHED.
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Trash Controls
page 4

The Program continued to assist Santa Clara Valley
municipalities in 2014 towards the goal of substantially
reducing trash from their storm drain systems and associated
impacts to local creeks, rivers and the San Francisco Bay.
The Program developed and began implementing a robust
assessment strategy to measure progress and provided
valuable guidance on trash reduction reporting and control
measures implementation.

Water Quality Monitoring
page 6
The Program’s comprehensive water quality monitoring
program continued to provide data on the health of
local creeks and rivers and the sources of impacts on
these valuable ecosystems. All monitoring activities
were coordinated with Regional Monitoring Coalition
(RMC) partners in Alameda, Contra Costa, San Mateo
and Solano counties.
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Low Impact Development
page 8

The Program’s member agencies continued to implement
polices and procedures designed to protect water quality
in their development project planning, review and approval
processes to meet MRP requirements. Agencies also
continued to require that development and redevelopment
projects above certain size thresholds treat urban runoff
with various low impact development (LID) and green
infrastructure methods, such as bioretention and infiltration.

PCB & Mercury Controls
page 10

Pilot-testing of a variety of potential
controls intended to reduce the level of
Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs), mercury and
other pollutants in urban runoff continued in
2014. The Program led the coordination of
these efforts with our partners in Alameda,
Contra Costa, San Mateo and Solano counties.

Public Information & Participation
page 12

Public Information and Participation (PIP) is
an integral part of the Program’s urban runoff
management actions. The Program implements
its PIP activities through the umbrella of the
Watershed Watch Campaign, a multi-year,
multi-faceted outreach and education program
dedicated to raising awareness about protecting
watersheds and preventing urban runoff
pollution.
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Trash Controls

Implementing Other Types of Trash Controls

Santa Clara Valley municipalities, in collaboration with SCVURPPP, continued to make significant
Since 2009, Santa Clara Valley municipalities have
progress in reducing trash in urban runoff and its impact to local waterways. Provisions in
implemented a number of trash control measures designed
the MRP required most Bay Area municipalities to reduce trash flowing through their storm
to achieve significant reductions in the trash found in
drainage systems by 40% by July 2014. In September 2014, municipalities
urban runoff. Trash control measures implemented
successfully demonstrated substantial reductions as a result of new
by municipalities in collaboration with the
Municipalities
and enhanced trash reduction measures implemented between
Program include:
have installed over
2009 and 2014. The Program assisted on a number of tasks to aid
Trash Capture Systems - Santa Clara Valley
municipalities in reducing the impacts of trash.
700 trash capture systems,
municipalities have installed and maintained
over 700 trash capture systems that
treating over 4,500 acres
Mapping and Maintaining Trash Capture Systems
collectively treat over 4,500 acres of urban
Trash capture systems are a key municipal strategy implemented to
land area. This area is more than double the
reduce trash in local waterways. Using a combination of fieldwork and
area required for treatment by the MRP. Trash capture
Geographical Information Systems (GIS), the Program assisted many municipalities
systems range from small stainless-steel storm drain
in 2014 by delineating and mapping land areas treated by trash capture systems. Treatment
inserts that treat a few acres of land, to large devices (e.g.,
areas were mapped to account for trash reductions associated with these areas. Additionally, the
trash separators, netting systems and litter booms) that
Program began development of a Model Operation and Maintenance Verification Program for
treat hundreds of acres. Many cities are planning to install
trash capture systems that is intended to assist Santa Clara Valley municipalities in identifying
additional capture systems in the near future, including the
and implementing appropriate maintenance frequencies to ensure proper functioning of these
City of San Jose, which plans to install 16 additional large
systems. The Model Program includes a template for municipalities to use when developing
systems that treat over 7,000 acres of land.
their own Operation and Maintenance Verification Plans, standard operating procedures for
Bans and Prohibitions of Litter-prone Products – Santa
small and large trash capture systems, and materials to assist with future trainings.
Clara Valley municipalities have been national leaders in
reducing the impacts of single-use carryout plastic bags
and polystyrene foam food ware on the environment.
To date, ten municipalities have adopted ordinances
prohibiting the distribution of single-use carryout plastic
bags and eleven municipalities have adopted ordinances
or policies prohibiting distribution of polystyrene foam
food ware. Early information suggests that these actions
have led to a substantial reduction in the presence of these
products in the environment resulting in lower creek and
shoreline cleanup costs. Additional information continues
to be collected via local evaluations and those coordinated
through SCVURPPP (see below).

Full trash capture device cleanout.
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Storm Drain Trash Characterization - In 2014, SCVURPPP
began a storm drain trash characterization project to
characterize the levels of litter-prone items (including
single-use carryout plastic bags and polystyrene foam food
ware) in urban runoff and evaluate changes in the number
of these items present after local ordinances have been
adopted. The project will last through 2015 and involves

the characterization of trash collected from 124
small capture and 5 large capture systems.
Creek and Shoreline Cleanups - Creek cleanups
events conducted or coordinated by cities, the
County and the Santa Clara Valley Water District
have successfully removed substantial amounts
of trash from local creeks and waterways over
the last two decades. In 2014, municipalities
removed approximately 164 cubic yards of trash
from MRP-required trash hot spots. MRP-required
cleanup events are conducted on single-days
or throughout the year by municipalities and
volunteers, and include MRP-required trash hot
spots cleanups, volunteer events (e.g. Coastal
Cleanup Day), routine maintenance, homeless
encampment removal, and illegal dumping
response and abatements. Additionally, the City
of San Jose has implemented several extensive
creek and shoreline clean-up programs since
the adoption of the MRP. In FY 13-14, the City
of San Jose removed 14,555 cubic yards of trash
through the implementation of these activities.
The Santa Clara Valley Water District also removed
an additional 5,415 cubic yards of trash and debris
from various waterways in Santa Clara County
during FY 13-14.

Assessing Progress Towards Trash Reduction
Goals
In 2014, the Program developed and began
implementing a pilot strategy to assess trash
reductions in urban runoff. The approach uses
two primary indicators: trash capture systems
and on-land visual trash assessments. For areas
treated by trash capture systems, the Program
and municipalities account for reductions by
mapping the areas treated by these systems and
On-Land Visual Trash Assessment Results for 2014.
include on municipality-specific trash generation
maps. For areas not treated by these systems, on-land visual trash assessments are performed to documents the levels of trash on streets and sidewalks, which
demonstrates progress towards trash reduction. On-land assessments use a 4-tier system (very high, high, moderate and low) to score sites based on the
amount of trash observed. Assessment sites are selected using a randomized approach to allow extrapolation of the assessment results, similar to a voting poll.
In 2014, the Program assessed a total of 491 sites (each approximately 1,000 feet in length), which equates to over 90 miles of curb and sidewalks. The results of
the mapped trash capture systems and on-land visual assessments are used to estimate trash reductions.
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▼ Field crews conducting bioassessment at sampling station on
Los Gatos Creek in Los Gatos, CA.

Water Quality Monitoring
In 2014, the Program continued to manage and implement a comprehensive water
quality monitoring program consistent with the requirements in the MRP. All monitoring
activities were managed by the Program, but coordinated regionally through the
Regional Monitoring Coalition (RMC), which includes the Alameda, Contra Costa,
San Mateo and Solano stormwater programs. The RMC’s goal is to develop high
quality information on water quality in local creeks and San Francisco Bay that leads
to effective urban runoff management in the Bay Area. Some of the Program’s major
accomplishments in 2014 are summarized below.

The Health of Local Creeks
The Program has led an ongoing water quality monitoring program in the Santa Clara
Valley creeks for over a decade. Monitoring is conducted to evaluate the biological,
chemical and physical integrity of these natural resources and identify water quality
and other issues affecting beneficial uses. In 2014, the Program continued to conduct
biological assessments by collecting aquatic insects and algae that live in local creeks.
These organisms are general indicators of biological integrity. Since 2012, the Program
has conducted biological assessments at 60 sites located within urban and non-urban
areas. The Program began using the California Stream Condition Index (CSCI) in 2014
as the tool to assess the biological integrity at each site. Using a random sampling
design, these data were then used to generate estimates of the biological integrity for
all urban creeks in Santa Clara County (see graph to right).

Biological Condition of Creeks and Rivers in Santa Clara County.
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▼ Percent of urban creeks/rivers in Santa Clara County likely affected by various 		
stressors

Sources of Impacts to Creeks
Potential stressors (e.g., land use, physical habitat and water chemistry) measured
at each biological assessment site sampled between 2012 and 2014 were
evaluated to estimate the prevalence (extent) of and the potential risk to aquatic
life. Preliminary thresholds (moderate and high) for each stressor were used to
calculate their overall extent in Santa Clara Valley urban creeks. Based on this
preliminary analysis, the three most prevalent stressors included the level of algal
biomass (as measured by ash free dry mass), the percent of impervious land area
within 5 kilometers upstream, and total nitrogen concentrations measured at the
site. These evaluations are intended to identify more ubiquitous stressors that
may be affecting aquatic life within a majority of Santa Clara County creeks. The
percent of creeks/rivers in Santa Clara County likely affected by these stressors is
presented in the graph to the left.

In addition to stressor extent evaluations, the Program also conducted specific monitoring projects
to identify and isolate potential sources and/or stressors associated with observed water quality
impacts. In 2013, the Program completed two Stressor Source Identification (SSID) Projects, located
in Guadalupe River and Coyote Creek. In 2014, a third SSID project was initiated in Upper Penitencia
Creek to evaluate potential factors causing low biological integrity scores observed at two sites
previously monitored in 2012 and 2013. Although the project has been delayed due to the drought
conditions, field work is anticipated to occur in 2015. Proposed monitoring activities for 2015 are
presented in a work plan that can be found on the Program’s website (www.scvurppp.org).

Pollutants of Concern Monitoring
In 2009, SCVURPPP in collaboration with other stormwater programs, the Water Board and the San
Francisco Estuary Institute (SFEI) developed the Small Tributaries Loading Strategy (STLS), a plan to
answer key questions regarding the contribution of pollutants to the Bay from creeks, rivers and
urban runoff. One monitoring element developed as a result of the STLS was the monitoring of
fixed stations selected to better understand loadings of PCBs, mercury and other pollutants to the
Bay. From 2011-2014, six stations were monitored regionwide, including the Guadalupe River and
Sunnyvale East Channel. In 2014, the Program continued to manage the Guadalupe River station,
while SFEI managed the Sunnyvale Channel station through contributions from the San Francisco Bay
Regional Monitoring Program for Water Quality. 2014 was the final year for fixed station monitoring
and a synthesis document of lessons learned is planned for release in 2015.

Third Stressor Source Identification (SSID) project initiated in
Upper Penitencia Creek
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Low Impact Development
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Urban development typically increases the amount of impervious surface on the landscape, resulting
i
io n
in an increase in urban runoff and pollutants flowing to local creeks and the Bay. Low impact
s
n
te
development (LID) strategies in land use planning can provide an opportunity to control
ex
rb
the potential impacts of urban development on stormwater quality and flow through
cu
a
the construction of green stormwater infrastructure. MRP Provision C.3 requires that
stormwater agencies incorporate policies and procedures designed to protect water
quality in their project planning, review and approval processes. The MRP also
mandates that all development and redevelopment projects above certain size
thresholds treat urban runoff with various LID and green infrastructure methods,
including rainwater harvesting and use, infiltration, evapotranspiration, and/
or biotreatment. Some of the major accomplishments by the Program in
2014 that helped SCVURPPP member agencies meet these requirements are
summarized below.

o
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Site Design Awards
The Program began an awards program for exemplary site designs to protect
water quality in 2006. This awards program recognizes Santa Clara Valley’s
public agency and private development community leaders who are solving
site design challenges, reducing urban runoff pollution and runoff quantity,
and going above and beyond the requirements of the MRP. The Program
continued the Site Design Awards program in 2014 and the Commodore Park
Project in San Jose received the site-design award. Urban runoff treatment
within the park is provided using bioretention, porous concrete, porous
asphalt, and pervious pavers. It is also the first park within the City’s park
system without a conventional storm drain system.

Green Infrastructure Planning
In anticipation of new requirements in the upcoming reissued Municipal
Regional Permit, Program staff provided leadership to the Regional Green
Infrastructure Work Group to explore approaches to long term planning and
funding for green infrastructure.

Trainings
In 2014 the Program conducted the Annual C.3. Workshop as well as a
Stormwater Treatment Facilities Inspection Workshop. The workshops
included presentations on LID projects, addressing requirements for
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▲ Commodore Park in San Jose is providing
urban runoff treatment using bioretention areas,
porous concrete, porous asphalt, and pervious
pavers
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▼ Construction of bioretention areas along
Hacienda Avenue in Campbell
hydromodification (increase in the volume of urban runoff caused by development), and inspecting
stormwater treatment measures during and after construction. Approximately 217municipal staff
attended these workshops.

Green Streets
The MRP requires municipalities to collectively complete (region-wide) ten green street pilot
projects that incorporate LID site design and treatment techniques. Three green street pilot
projects were implemented in Santa Clara County. In addition, Program staff initiated
discussions with Water Board staff and other stakeholders on the concept of increasing
the number of green projects into the urban landscape as a way of addressing
pollutant load reduction requirements associated with PCBs and Mercury (see page
10). Additional benefits from these projects include enhancing the aesthetic
quality of streets, increasing the amount of green space, pedestrian safety, and
reducing the potential impacts from flooding and climate change.

Hacienda Avenue, Campbell
Hacienda Avenue is a residential collector street that provides an important
east/west link for residents of Campbell and San Jose. The project aims
to significantly reduce the roadway width by reclaiming and transforming
existing roadway surface into public green space, running the length
of Hacienda Avenue (approximately 1 mile). The project will install
approximately 63 landscaped bioretention areas with non-turf, non-invasive
and low maintenance drought tolerant plant materials, for treatment of runoff
from street surfaces. I. Project construction began in summer 2014 and is
scheduled to be completed in mid-2015.

Packard Foundation, Los Altos
The green street improvements associated with the David and Lucile Packard
Foundation offices are located in the City of Los Altos on Second Street
between Lyell Street and Whitney Street. The project incorporates curbside
flow-through rain gardens and corner bulb-outs to capture, treat and
infiltrate runoff from adjacent impervious surfaces.

Southgate Neighborhood Green Streets, Palo Alto
The Southgate Neighborhood project involves the retrofitting of
neighborhood streets and walkways to improve surface drainage and
incorporate green street elements to improve water quality. Stormwater
treatment was accomplished by adding bioretention and bioinfiltration areas,
porous pavement crosswalks, and a porous pavement pedestrian walkway.
▲ Bioretention areas along Second Street in
Los Altos

9

PCB and Mercury Controls
Regulatory agencies have determined that the levels of two legacy
pollutants, Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs) and mercury, pose a public
health risk to those eating certain types of San Francisco Bay fish. As a
result, the MRP requires Bay Area municipalities pilot-test a variety of
potential control measures designed to reduce these pollutants in urban
runoff. Many of these requirements are coordinated through the regional
Clean Watersheds for a Clean Bay (CW4CB) project, which is funded through
a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) grant with in-kind services
provided by directly by municipalities and via stormwater programs. The
Leo Avenue watershed (San Jose) is one of five land areas with high PCB
concentrations that were selected for pilot testing various control measures.
Pilot control measure projects implemented in this watershed include
source identification studies, storm drain line flushing, street sweeping
and stormwater treatment. Additionally, street sweeping control measures
are under evaluation in the City of Sunnyvale, and the diversion of urban
runoff to wastewater treatment plants is being studied in the City of Palo
Alto. Some of the major accomplishments by the Program in 2014 are
summarized below.

Source Property Investigations
The Program continued to work in collaboration with the City of San Jose
in 2014 to identify and monitor properties with potentially elevated PCB
and/or mercury concentrations in the Leo Avenue watershed. The Program
collected a total of 33 soil/sediment samples from public right-of-way areas
and targeted private properties in the watershed. Sediment sampling results
indicated that 12 of the samples had elevated mercury concentrations and 4
had elevated PCB concentrations. Based on the results of the source property
investigations, the Program and the City of San Jose plan to refer a portion
of these source properties in the Leo Avenue to the Regional Water Board
for follow-up investigation and abatement, while implementing or requiring
additional controls on the remaining properties.

PCB levels in sediment in the Leo Avenue (San Jose CA)

In addition to source identification in the Leo Avenue watershed, the Program and member agencies began identifying additional PCB and mercury source
properties in industrial areas throughout the Santa Clara Valley. In 2014, the Program created preliminary source property maps and an associated database,
and began screening these properties for sediment/soil sampling described in the project’s sampling and analysis plan. This sampling effort will be conducted
in 2015, and next steps will be outlined in the final project report.
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Operation and Maintenance Enhancements
The Program continued implementation of two types of operation and
maintenance pilot projects in 2014 - a storm drain line cleanout and a street
sweeping study. Both are funded by the CW4CB grant and will continue
through 2015. The storm drain line cleanout project involved the removal
and analysis of accumulated sediment from the main storm drain line on Leo
Avenue and public laterals between 7th Street and the Leo Avenue cul-de-sac.
The street sweeping project involved the collection and analysis of soil samples
for PCBs and mercury immediately before and after street sweeping at two
locations - East California Avenue in Sunnyvale and in the Leo Avenue watershed
in San Jose. Data will be used to calibrate models developed to assess the
effectiveness of current actions and predict the effectiveness of potential
enhanced sweeping practices.

Sediment sample collection from a roadway near an industrial land use area
measured for PCBs and mercury.

Stormwater Diversion to POTW
The Program, in cooperation with the City of Palo Alto, continued a
pilot evaluation of an existing urban runoff diversion structure located
in the City. The purpose of this pilot project is to better understand the
challenges, costs and pollutant reduction benefits associated with the
diversion of dry weather and storm flows to wastewater treatment plants.
Monitoring was conducted at the diversion structure over the last two
wet seasons to characterize the quantity and quality of diverted flows,
and estimate the amount of PCBs and mercury diverted away from the
Bay via the structure. A final report summarizing the project findings is
scheduled for completion in 2015.

Clean out of a storm drain line on Leo Avenue (San Jose)
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Public Information
and Participation
Public Information and Participation (PIP) is an integral part of the Program’s
urban runoff management activities. The Program implements its PIP
activities through the umbrella of the Watershed Watch Campaign (www.
mywatershedwatch.org), a multi-year, multi-faceted outreach and education
campaign dedicated to raising awareness about protecting watersheds
and preventing urban runoff pollution. Highlights of 2014 PIP activities are
provided in this section.

Media Advertising
Watershed Watch advertisements were placed on local English and
Spanish radio stations, Spanish and English television stations, transit
media (VTA bus back posters), and online media. Litter prevention and
less-toxic pest management continued to be the focus of advertising.
Other advertising messages included promoting the Green Gardener
program, creek-friendly car washing, and proper disposal of household
hazardous wastes.

Outreach Events
Program, consultant and member agency staff attended ten community
events in 2014 to interact with the public and talk about preventing
urban runoff pollution. The Watershed Watch display booth and
bean bag toss game were used at most events. The bean bag toss
game that helps children identify the correct way to dispose of items
such as plastic bags, paint, pesticides, yard trimmings, and aluminum
cans. Approximately 900 children played the bean bag game. Overall,
Watershed Watch booth staff distributed more than 3,000 outreach
materials and giveaways at these events.

A child playing the “proper disposal” bean bag toss game at the Pumpkins in the
Park event, San Jose, October 2014
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Watershed Watch Campaign’s anti-litter bus-back advertisement

Regional Litter Outreach
Campaign
The Program continued to
participate in BASMAA’s Be the
Street Campaign in 2014. The
campaign used social networks
such as Instagram and Facebook
in an attempt to set “no littering”
as the norm among users. In
2014, the campaign conducted an
anti-littering “meme” contest for
youth and received 104 entries. The
campaign also developed a mobile
game to further engage audiences.
Screen shot from the Be the Street
Mobile App.

SCVURPPP 2014 Public Opinion Survey

Watershed Watch School Assemblies

The Program has conducted public opinion surveys on an approximately five-year
cycle since 1991. The goal of the surveys is to better understand changes in the
public’s perception of watershed and pollution prevention issues. A telephone survey
of Santa Clara Valley residents conducted in March and April 2014 indicated that
residents are taking more pollution prevention actions in some areas, while others
have remained the same. Highlights of survey results are summarized in the table
below:

Watershed Watchers Program

1999

2003

2009

2014

Using Reusable Shopping
Bags

N/A

N/A

36%

61%

Sweeping Driveways Instead
of Hosing

30%

29%

34%

40%

Properly Disposing
Fluorescent Light Bulbs

N/A

9%

27%

31%

25%

25%

30%

32%

20%

20%

22%

21%

27%

20%

27%

27%

61%

54%

55%

57%

N/A

N/A

81%

75%

Taking paints, pesticides etc.
to Household Hazardous
Waste Centers
Using Less‐toxic Pest Control
Methods
Understanding of the
Watershed Concept
Understanding of the
Difference Between Storm
Drains and Sanitary Sewers
Understanding that the
Water Flowing into Storm
Drains is not Treated

Each year, the Program sponsors 50 educational assemblies by the
musical group ZunZun at local elementary schools. These bilingual
musical assemblies educate elementary school students and their
teachers on watersheds and urban runoff pollution prevention. In
2014, the assemblies reached approximately 7,500 students and
their teachers.
The Program continued to fund a full-time interpretive specialist
position at the EEC for conducting the Watershed Watchers
Program (WWP). WWP activities, which are conducted primarily
on the weekends, build watershed awareness and encourage
urban runoff pollution prevention behaviors among attendees. As
part of the WWP, EEC staff conducted 140 programs that attracted
nearly 5,000 participants in 2014.

Mercury Risk Reduction Outreach
Using the Guide to Eating Fish and Shellfish from San Francisco Bay materials
developed by California Department of Public Health, the Program continued to
conduct significant outreach in 2014 to individuals fishing in the Bay. The brochures
were distributed at events, through educational programs at the Don Edwards San
Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge Environmental Education Center (EEC), and via
four local fishing supply stores. The goal of the project is to educate local fishermen on
the risks of eating certain types of Bay fish.

Kindergartners learn about watershed stewardship while pulling
out invasive plants at the demonstration garden located in the
Environmental Education Center, Alviso.
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Future Activities
•

Completion of BMP effectiveness monitoring at the Leo Avenue stormwater
treatment retrofit project

Trash Controls

•

Completion of the stormwater diversion pilot project in the City of Palo Alto

•

Continued implementation of the PCB and mercury source identification
project in older industrial areas

•

Continued implementation of new and enhanced trash control measures to
reduce the impacts of trash from municipal stormwater drainage systems

•

Continued assessment of progress towards trash reduction goals by
implementing the SCVURPPP Pilot Trash Assessment Strategy, which includes
conducting hundreds of on-land visual assessments

•

Continued participation in BASMAA’s Tracking California’s Trash project
designed to test trash assessment methods and determine the effectiveness
of key trash control measures

•

Finalization of the SCVURPPP Template for Member Agency Trash Capture
System Operation and Maintenance Verification Programs

Water Quality Monitoring
•

Continued monitoring of Santa Clara Valley creek conditions, including water/
sediment toxicity and chemistry monitoring, biological assessments, physical
habitat assessments and general water quality

•

Continued implementation of a stressor/source identification project in Upper
Penitencia Creek

•

Continued participation in the Regional Monitoring Program for Water Quality
in the San Francisco Bay

Low Impact Development
•

Support Co-permittee development of local green infrastructure plans, including
development of scoping plans and model documents and examples, and
implementation of green infrastructure projects through grant-funded programs

•

Complete construction (by the City of Campbell) of the remaining green street
demonstration projects in Santa Clara Valley (two other projects, in the Cities of
Los Altos and Palo Alto, have already completed construction)

•

Continue to provide useful and updated guidance, tools, and training for
designing and implementing LID and flow control measures on development
projects

PCBs and Mercury Controls
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and Sunnyvale

The following are a few of the high priority activities the Program and/or member
agencies plan to conduct in 2015. These tasks are based on current priorities and
available resources, and are consistent with the Program’s FY 14-15 and FY 15-16
Annual Work Plans approved by the Program’s Management Committee.

•

Continued participation in BASMAA’s Clean Watersheds for a Clean Bay (CW4CB)
project funded by the USEPA

•

Completion of the Leo Avenue source identification pilot project, and the street
sweeping and storm drain line cleanout pilot projects in the Cities of San José

Additional Activities
•

Continue to assist Co-permittees with municipal operations, industrial/
commercial facility and construction site inspections, and illicit discharge
detection and elimination programs

•

Continue discussions with Water Board staff on MRP reissuance, which is
currently scheduled for adoption in late 2015

Management Committee
Member Agencies 		

Voting Representatives

Campbell* ....................................................Bill Helms
Cupertino . ....................................................Cheri Donnelly
Los Altos .......................................................Aida Fairman
Los Altos Hills . ..............................................Richard Chiu
Los Gatos* ....................................................Matt Morley
Milpitas . .......................................................Steven Machida
Monte Sereno* . ...........................................Brian Loventhal
Mountain View .............................................Eric Anderson
Palo Alto .......................................................Kirsten Struve
San José ........................................................Napp Fukuda
Santa Clara . ..................................................Dave Staub
Santa Clara County .......................................Michael Rhoades
Santa Clara Valley Water District ..................Liang Lee
Saratoga* . ....................................................John Cherbone
Sunnyvale .....................................................Melody Tovar
West Valley Communities .............................Kelly Carroll
*Communities that work together as part of the West Valley Clean Water Program.

