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Program Overview
The Santa Clara Valley Urban Runoﬀ Polluon
Prevenon Program (SCVURPPP or Program) is
an associaon of ﬁeen municipal agencies in
the Santa Clara Valley that discharge stormwater
to the lower South San Francisco Bay. Member
agencies (Co-permiees) include the cies of
Campbell, Cuperno, Los Altos, Los Altos Hills,
Los Gatos, Milpitas, Monte Sereno, Mountain
View, Palo Alto, San Jose, Santa Clara, Saratoga,
Sunnyvale, the County of Santa Clara, and the
Santa Clara Valley Water District (SCVWD).
The Program and Co-permiees implement
regulatory, monitoring, and outreach programs
aimed at reducing pollutants in stormwater
runoﬀ to the “maximum extent praccable”,
and protecng water quality and beneﬁcial uses
of the San Francisco Bay and Santa Clara Valley
creeks and rivers.
This summary describes key acvies conducted
by the Program and Co-permiees during
2012. Addional details are presented within
Co-permiee FY 11-12 Annual Reports and the
Program’s Annual Report, which is available at
www.scvurppp.org.

Adobe Creek

A Brief History
In 1990, Santa Clara Valley agencies received the ﬁrst NPDES permit in the naon for the discharge of stormwater
to surface waters via the public agencies’ storm drain systems. It has been re-issued three mes (1995, 2001 and
2009). The current NPDES permit for municipal stormwater discharges in the San Francisco Bay area, also known
as the Municipal Regional Stormwater Permit (MRP), covers 76 municipal agencies in ﬁve Bay area counes.
The MRP signiﬁcantly expanded requirements for controlling speciﬁc pollutants of concern including mercury,
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) and trash; and requires enhanced water quality monitoring and stormwater
runoﬀ controls for new development and redevelopment projects.
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Integrating Watershed and Urban Runoff Management

Organization and Management
The Program is organized, coordinated, and implemented in accordance with a
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) signed by the Co-permiees. The MOA details the
responsibilies of each Co-permiee and a cost-sharing formula for joint program-wide
expenditures. The Program’s Management Commiee, consisng of one designated
representave and one alternate from each Co-permiee agency, meets on the third
Thursday of each month to discuss and make decisions regarding Program business.
Program management services are provided by EOA, Inc. The City of Sunnyvale is the
Program’s ﬁscal agent.

Management Committee
Member Agencies
Voting Representatives
Campbell* ............................................. Bill Helms
Cuperno .............................................. Cheri Donnelly
Los Altos ............................................... Larry Lind
Los Altos Hills ........................................ Richard Chiu
John Chau
Los Gatos* ............................................ Todd Capurso
Milpitas ................................................. Kathleen Phalen
Paramjit Uppal
Monte Sereno* ..................................... Brian Loventhal
Mountain View ..................................... Eric Anderson
Palo Alto ............................................... Joe Teresi
Ken Torke
San Jose ................................................ Napp Fukuda
Elaine Marshall
Santa Clara ............................................ Dave Staub
Santa Clara County ............................... Clara Leik
Santa Clara Valley Water District .......... Ann Draper (Chair)
Bre Calhoun
Saratoga* .............................................. John Cherbone
Sunnyvale ............................................. Melody Tovar
West Valley Communies ..................... Kelly Carroll
*Communies that work together as part of the West Valley Clean Water Program.
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Trash Controls
With the adopon of the MRP by the Water Board
in 2009, Co-permiees have begun implemenng
addional or enhanced trash management acons
to further reduce impacts to water bodies from
urban runoﬀ conveyance systems (i.e., stormwater
drainage system). Trash load reducon goals of
40% in 2014, 70% in 2017 and “no visible impact”
in 2022 are required. Co-permiees are well on

their way towards the 40% interim trash load
reducon goal required by July 2014, and are
planning for future acons needed to achieve the
ulmate goal of no visual trash impacts. From 2009
through 2012, Co-permiees and other Bay Area
municipalies collaborated through the Bay Area
Stormwater Management Agencies Associaon on
a regional study to assess the types and amounts
of trash transported via urban runoﬀ. Preliminary
ﬁndings indicate that greater than 350,000 gallons
(47,000 cubic feet) of trash enter Santa Clara Valley
creeks and shorelines annually via urban runoﬀ.
To reduce the amount of trash discharged to local
creeks and shorelines, Co-permiees are installing
trash full-capture treatment devices, enhancing
the frequency of trash hot spot cleanups on-land
and in water bodies, and implemenng other
trash reducon strategies. The following secon
provides a brief overview of current and planned
trash reducon strategies needed to meet the 40%
interim trash load reducon goal.

Trash Capture Devices

Top: Gross Solid Removal Device, City of Milpitas. Lower Left:
Connector Pipe Screen, City of Sunnyvale. Lower Right: Trash
Separator, City of San Jose.
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Co-permiees have expended signiﬁcant municipal
resources on designing, purchasing, installing
and operang trash capture devices designed to
intercept trash before it enters local creeks and
channels. Beginning with the pilot demonstraon
project conducted in the Cies of San Jose and
Sunnyvale in 2007, Co-permiees have installed

over 250 devices that treat over 2,300 acres
of urban land area. Design, installaon and
construcon costs have been funded through
Co-permiee and/or federal smulus monies
(American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009)
administered through the State Water Resources
Control Board’s Clean Water State Revolving Fund.
Trash capture devices range from small stainlesssteel storm drain inserts that treat a few acres of
land, to large devices (e.g., trash separators, neng
systems and lier booms) that treat hundreds of
acres. Addional devices have also been installed
on private properes and more devices are planned
for installaon by 2014.

Bans and Prohibitions of Litter-prone
Products
Based on the results of trash characterizaon
studies conducted worldwide, single-use
carryout bags and polystyrene foam foodware
are easily transported to local water bodies via
wind and urban runoﬀ. There, both products are
environmentally persistent and challenging to clean
up. To reduce their presence in the environment,
protect beneﬁcial uses of water bodies, and lessen
cleanup costs, many Co-permiees have adopted
ordinances prohibing the distribuon of:
Single-use Carryout Plasc Bag Ban – Cies of
San Jose, Palo Alto, Sunnyvale, Mountain View,
Cuperno and County of Santa Clara.

Reducing the impacts of trash in local water bodies

Polystyrene Foam Foodware Policies – Cies
of Palo Alto, Cuperno (internal only), San Jose
(internal only), Sunnyvale (internal only), West
Valley Communies (internal only), Town of Los
Altos Hills and County of Santa Clara.
Other Co-permiees are considering the adopon
of product bans and prohibion ordinances prior to
July 2014. The ordinances are expected to have a
substanal beneﬁt to water quality by signiﬁcantly
reducing the degree to which these products are
available to make their way to local creeks and the
Bay.

Creek and Shoreline Cleanups
Creek cleanups events conducted or coordinated
by Co-permiees have successfully removed large
amounts of trash from local creeks and water
bodies over the last decade. Cleanup events are
conducted on a single-day basis or throughout the
year by Co-permiees and volunteers, and include
MRP-required trash hot spots cleanups, volunteer
During the last ﬁve years, over 13,000
volunteers and municipal staff and have
removed over 600,000 gallons (80,000
cubic feet) of trash and recyclables from
Santa Clara Valley creeks and shorelines
during more than 580 cleanup events.

events (e.g. Coastal Cleanup Day), roune
maintenance, homeless encampment removal,
and illegal dumping response and abatements.
As required by the MRP, a total of 83 creek and
shoreline cleanup events were conducted by
Co-permiees in FY 2011-2012 at 67 diﬀerent
sites within the Santa Clara Valley. Approximately
50,000 gallons (6,700 cubic feet) of trash was
collected during these events. Addionally, two
volunteer clean-up events sponsored by the Creek
Connecons Acon Group (administered by the
SCVWD) were held in May and September 2012.
During the course of both volunteer cleanup
events, a total of 2,849 volunteers parcipated in
cleaning an addional 86 sites and removing an
approximately 60,000 gallons (8,000 cubic feet)
of trash and recyclables from local creeks and
shorelines.

Participation in SCBWMI Zero Litter
Initiative
The Santa Clara Valley Zero Lier Iniave (ZLI)
was formed in 2010 to bring together stakeholders
interested in eliminang lier and its impacts
throughout the Santa Clara Valley. The ZLI mission is
to compact this mul-faceted problem by bringing
stakeholders to topical roundtable discussions and
idenfy collaborave soluons that tradionally are
not accomplished by a single enty. Since forming,
ZLI has conducted roundtables and is facilitang

Volunteer creek cleanup, Los Gatos Creek.

work plans on the homelessness impacts on water
quality and lier associated with garbage/recycling
collecon, transport and processing. Other topics
of interest idenﬁed by ZLI stakeholders include
lier reducon soluons via business engagement,
law/code enforcement and highway/freeway
controls.
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Water Quality Monitoring and Assessment
All water quality monitoring acvies required by the MRP are conducted by the Program and/or coordinated regionally through
the Regional Monitoring Coalion (RMC), a group of BASMAA member agencies who joined together to coordinate and oversee
water quality monitoring required by the MRP. Provision C.8 of the MRP requires Co-Permiees to connue conducng water quality
monitoring and associated projects during the Permit term. Although monitoring requirements are more prescripve and have
expanded signiﬁcantly under the MRP, the goal remains the same – develop high quality informaon on water quality in local creeks
and San Francisco Bay that leads to eﬀecve municipal stormwater management. Water quality monitoring acvies conducted at the
Program and regional levels during 2012 are described below.

Creek Status and Trends Monitoring
The Program implemented the ﬁrst year of monitoring acvies in 2012 in accordance with the RMC Creek Status and Long-Term Trends
Monitoring Plan. Creek status monitoring was conducted at 20 sites in Santa Clara County between May and July 2012. Water quality
data collecon included the following parameters: general water chemistry, nutrients and chloride, benthic macro-invertebrates, algae,
physical habitat measurements and riparian assessments following the California Rapid Assessment Method (CRAM). Water samples
were also collected for toxicity tesng at three of the twenty sites during one storm event in March and the one event during the dry
season in July. Sediment samples were collected at same three sites during same dry season event for toxicity tesng and analyses for
pollutants of concern.
The Program also conducted connuous water quality monitoring
(temperature, dissolved oxygen, pH, and speciﬁc conductance) at three
sites in Coyote Creek for two week intervals in May and September
2012. Connuous temperature monitoring was conducted at four sites
in Upper Penitencia Creek and four sites in Saratoga Creek between April
and September 2011. Addional water samples were also collected at
ﬁve stream locaons in city or county parks and analyzed for pathogen
indicators. In December 2012, the Program compiled and interpreted water
quality data in preparaon for the submial of data to the Water Board in
January 2013 and an interpretave “Urban Creek Monitoring Report” in
March 2013.
The following paragraphs provide summaries of addional monitoring
acvies that were conducted by the Program in 2012, in compliance with
the MRP.
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Algae sampling in Coyote Creek.

Assessing the condition of Santa Clara Valley waterbodies

Stressor Identiﬁcation Studies
The Program connued conducng two monitoring
studies in 2012 aimed at idenfying the stressors
and sources of ﬁsh kills in the Guadalupe River and
low dissolved oxygen in a secon of Coyote Creek.
These monitoring projects were implemented by the
Program, City of San José and SCVWD.
The Guadalupe River Stressor/Source Idenﬁcaon
Project was triggered by previous Program and
Co-permiees observaons of dead ﬁsh in varying
numbers in Alviso Slough in 2008 and 2010 and in the
Guadalupe River in 2009, following the ﬁrst runoﬀ
events of the wet weather seasons. The Program
iniated a project intended to develop informaon
needed to idenfy the causes of ﬁsh kills and idenfy
feasible management acons to reduce the risk
of such future impacts. Water quality monitoring
consisted of collecng connuous dissolved oxygen,
pH, conducvity and temperature data at nine sites.
Addionally, algal toxin data were collected and visual
observaons were also made. Stormwater pump
staon in the lower Guadalupe watershed were also
monitored and maintenance enhancements were
implemented to ensure that discharges were not
impacng the river. Preliminary results indicate that
ﬁsh kills are episodic occurrences stemming from
low base ﬂows and warm early-season rains in the
lower watershed. Future management acons and
monitoring are currently being evaluated by the
Program and Co-permiees.

The Coyote Creek Stressor/Source
Idenﬁcaon Project was triggered by
previous Program and Co-permiees
monitoring that suggested a poron
of mid-Coyote Creek had relavely
low ﬁsh abundance and biological
integrity scores. Connuous water
quality monitoring was conducted in
the summer/fall of 2012 at ﬁve sites
in the creek to beer understand
the magnitude and extent of water
quality impacts. Preliminary results
suggest that low dissolved oxygen is
consistently present in a short stretch
of the creek near Waston Park. Future
management acons and monitoring
are currently being evaluated by the
Program and Co-permiees.
Addional informaon on both studies
can be found on the Program’s website
(www.scvurppp.org).

Data sonde deployment in Coyote Creek.

Pollutant Loads Monitoring
In 2012, water quality data were collected at a
number of sites around the Bay Area in eﬀorts to
develop more robust pollutant loading esmates
to the Bay from creeks and rivers. In Santa Clara
Valley, monitoring occurred at the Guadalupe
River Highway 101 staon and the Sunnyvale
East Channel. Water Quality monitoring was
implemented with the oversight of the Small

Tributaries Loading Strategy Work Group,
comprised of RMC parcipants, Water Board
staﬀ and SFEI. Monitoring in 2012 included the
collecon of stormwater samples for analysis of
many pollutants of concern, including mercury,
PCBs and current-use pescides. Addionally,
connuous turbidity, stage, and rainfall data were
collected. Analysis of ﬁnal data collected during
the winter/spring of 2012 is currently underway
and the results will be submied with the Urban
Creeks Monitoring Report in March 2013.
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New and Redevelopment
Urban development typically increases the amount of
impervious surface on the landscape, resulng in an
increase in stormwater runoﬀ and pollutants ﬂowing
to local creeks and the Bay. The land use planning
phase oﬀers an opportunity to control the potenal
impacts of urban development on stormwater
quality and ﬂow. Provision C.3 of the MRP requires
that stormwater agencies incorporate policies and
procedures designed to protect water quality in their
project planning, review and approval processes.
The MRP also mandates that beginning December
1, 2011, all projects above certain size thresholds
will need to treat the permit-speciﬁed amount of
stormwater runoﬀ with the following low impact
development (LID) methods: rainwater harvesng
and use, inﬁltraon, evapotranspiraon, and/or
biotreatment. In 2012, Program staﬀ developed
guidance material and conducted trainings to help
local agencies implement these new requirements.

Guidance Materials
In April 2012, the Program completed a major update
to its C.3 Stormwater Handbook with more detailed
informaon on LID techniques. In coordinaon with
staﬀ from other Bay Area stormwater programs,
Program staﬀ developed worksheets to help
project applicants and municipal staﬀ determine
the feasibility of implemenng LID requirements in
development projects. Program staﬀ also helped
◄ Bioretention area, Los Gatos Library
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Reducing the impacts of land development on local creeks and rivers

develop four fact sheets to help implement LID
site design requirements for smaller projects (e.g.,
detached single-family homes). The fact sheets
include informaon on the following site design
measures: pervious paving, landscape dispersion,
rainwater harvesng and use, and rain gardens.

Trainings
During 2012, Program staﬀ conducted the
Annual C.3. Workshop and two half-day technical
sessions for municipal staﬀ and the engineering
consulng community. The workshops updated
aendees on the changes to the MRP Provision
C.3 requirements, incorporang LID measures into
development projects, applying LID treatment
reducon credits for Special Projects, evaluang
the feasibility of inﬁltraon and rainwater
harvesng/use, and sizing and design of LID
stormwater treatment measures. Nearly 260
municipal staﬀ and consultants aended these
workshops.

Green Streets
Program staﬀ provided technical assistance and
helped several local Green Street projects apply for
and receive grant funding during 2012. Program
staﬀ also helped compile design data required for a
report to the Regional Water Board for three local
green streets projects.

Landscape Dispersion Fact Sheet

Alternative Certiﬁcation of Stormwater
Treatment Systems

Bioretention area along Second Street, Los Altos.

Program staﬀ conducted a Request for Proposal
process and updated the list of consulng
engineering ﬁrms who are qualiﬁed to design or
review proposed storm water treatment control
measures and hydromodiﬁcaon ﬂow control

facilies for new and redevelopment projects. This
list is used by Co-permiee agency staﬀ to idenfy
ﬁrms that are qualiﬁed to perform alternave
cerﬁcaon or “third party review” of development
projects for compliance with Provision C.3.
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PCB and Mercury Controls
Consistent with the water quality improvement
plans (e.g., TMDLs) for PCBs and mercury, the MRP
requires Bay area municipalies to implement
pilot-scale measures to control these pollutants
in urban runoﬀ to determine their eﬀecveness
and opportunity for future control measure and
best management pracce implementaon. Pilotscale measures include source idenﬁcaon,
enhancements of municipal operaon and
maintenance acvies to remove sediment-bound
pollutants, stormwater treatment retroﬁng,
and diversion of stormwater to exisng PubliclyOwned Treatment Works (POTWs). Many of these
requirements are coordinated through the regional
Clean Watersheds for a Clean Bay (CW4CB) project,
administered by BASMAA and funded through a U.S.
Environmental Protecon Agency (EPA) grant, with
in-kind services provided by Permiees, the Program
and other BASMAA member agencies.

have contributed to polluon at all properes of
concern within the project area. Addional ﬁeld
visits documented the movement of sediments from
properes of concern to the public right-of-way and
subsequent accumulaon and storage of sediment
on streets and within the storm drain network in the
project area. In October 2012, a ﬁrst round of soil/
sediment sampling was implemented in the public
right-of-way near the idenﬁed properes. Based
on the results, a second round of sampling will target
locaons on suspect properes with the assistance
of property owners and the City of San Jose. The
properes that are shown to contribute pollutants
to the stormwater drainage system will be referred
to the Water Board for further invesgaon and
abatement consideraon.

Source Investigations

A desktop analysis was completed to inform the
selecon of Operaon and Maintenance (O&M)
enhancement pilot studies. The pilot studies will
assess the eﬀecveness of enhanced street and
storm drain O&M acvies in reducing PCBs and
mercury. A decision tree was developed as part
of the Desktop Analysis to evaluate the potenal
pollutant reducon opportunity for diﬀerent
operaon and maintenance enhancements. Opons
considered include enhanced street sweeping, street
washing, storm drain pipe ﬂushing, enhanced inlet
cleaning and enhanced pump staon maintenance.

Recent studies have shown soils and sediments in
some industrial areas have elevated concentraons
of PCBs and/or mercury which can be washed into
the stormwater drainage system during storm
events. In collaboraon with the City of San Jose,
the Program is conducng a pilot-scale source
idenﬁcaon project near Leo Avenue in the
Coyote Creek watershed to idenfy properes
of potenal concern. In 2012, research was
completed to determine if historical acvies may
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Another product of this study was a series of maps
for each of the pilot watersheds which documented
the data collected during ﬁeld visits that were
required to calculate the potenal pollutant
reducon opportunity for each proposed O&M
enhancement. Beyond the ﬁve pilot watersheds,
addional mapping was completed throughout
the MRP jurisdiconal area to idenfy addional
areas with potenal for elevated sediment-bound
pollutant concentraons in a connuing eﬀort to
move closer to the long term goal of meeng water
quality standards in San Francisco Bay. Next steps
planned for 2013 include the development of a
work plan to implement and monitor the selected
O&M enhancements in the pilot watersheds during
2013 and 2014.

Desktop Study – Operation and
Maintenance Enhancements

Sediment samples being collected from the gutter at the
end of Leo Avenue. The sidewalk and sediment are heavily
stained with oil most likely from illegal dumping.

Reducing PCBs and Mercury in Urban Runoff

Stormwater Treatment via Retroﬁt
Bay area municipalies are required to evaluate ten stormwater treatment retroﬁts
to exisng infrastructure for eﬀecveness in reducing pollutant loads. Locaons
in the Bay Area with elevated PCBs are the primary targets for the retroﬁts, with
mercury and other pollutants being a secondary consideraon. The retroﬁts will use
exisng technologies (e.g., detenon basins, bioretenon units, sand ﬁlters, etc.) that
are eﬀecve at removing pollutants when properly designed, installed, operated and
maintained. During 2012, a list of ten selected retroﬁt projects was developed with
one of the locaons idenﬁed in the Santa Clara Valley (i.e., Leo Avenue). In 2012,
the City of San Jose installed a hydrodynamic separaon unit to treat stormwater
runoﬀ from the Leo Avenue area. The Program plans (through the CW4CB) to begin
monitoring the eﬀecveness of this stormwater treatment retroﬁt in the winter
2013.

Stormwater Diversion to Publicly Owned Treatment Works
The MRP requires pilot studies that evaluate diversion of dry weather urban runoﬀ
and ﬁrst ﬂush events into publicly owned treatment works (POTWs). The pilot
diversion project that is being implemented by the Program, in collaboraon with the
City of Palo Alto, is an evaluaon of an exisng dry/wet weather diversion structure.
The diversion structure was constructed in 1993 to divert a limited volume of urban
runoﬀ from the stormwater conveyance system to the Palo Alto Regional Water
Quality Control Plant. The area draining to the diversion structure is approximately
50 acres. It is bound by Hamilton Avenue, Bryant Street, Channing Avenue and Alma
Street (see map). The structure was designed to divert urban runoﬀ ﬂows into the
sanitary sewer at a rate of no more than 0.5 million gallons per day.

Location of the City of Palo Alto stormwater diversion structure

An internal work plan was developed which describes the methods that will be used
to evaluate the eﬀecveness of the Palo Alto diversion structure. It was provided
to the Water Board in May 2012 and is intended to guide monitoring and data
collecon acvies over FY 12-13. Monitoring will be conducted through the winter
of FY 12-13. Results will be presented in the Integrated Monitoring Report, due to
the Water Board in March 2014.
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Public Information and Participation
Public Informaon and Parcipaon (PIP) is
an integral part of the Program’s stormwater
management acvies. The Program implements
its PIP acvies through the umbrella of
the Watershed Watch Campaign (www.
mywatershedwatch.org), a mul-year, mulfaceted outreach and educaon campaign
designed to increase awareness of watershed
issues, change behaviors which negavely impact
the watershed, and increase appreciaon for our
creeks and the San Francisco Bay. Highlights of
2012 PIP acvies are provided in this secon.

educaonal programs conducted by Co-permiees
and Watershed Watch partner organizaons. The
segments can be viewed on the Watershed Watch
website.

Media Advertising
Watershed Watch adversements were placed
on local radio staons (KBAY and KEZR), Spanish
and English television staons (KDTV and
KNTV), online media, and Valley Transportaon
Authority (VTA) bus back posters. Overall,
Watershed Watch partners provided an added
value package of beneﬁts and resources that
more than doubled the Campaign’s adversing Watershed Watch advertisement
budget. The Campaign’s television adversing
Regional Litter Outreach Campaign
included an exclusive sponsorship of the “Class
Acon” Program on KNTV (Local NBC broadcast
The Program is parcipang in BASMAA’s “Be
aﬃliate) for 13 weeks. As part of this sponsorship,
the Street” Campaign to conduct an-lier
a Watershed Watch segment ran on each Class
outreach. The “Be the Street” Campaign is using
Acon program. These segments, produced by
a Community Based Social Markeng approach
KNTV at no cost to the Campaign, spotlighted
to set “no liering” as the norm among the
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target audience (ages 14 to 24). A baseline
pre-campaign survey was conducted to assess
liering behavior and perceived social norms
related to liering among youth in the Bay Area.
In 2012, the campaign began reaching out to
youth via a Facebook page, outreach events, and
an an-liering video contest.

Outreach Events
Program, consultant and Co-permiee staﬀ
aended ten community events with the
Watershed Watch display booth. These
events oﬀer a good opportunity for staﬀ to
interact with the public and talk to them about
prevenng stormwater polluon and distribute
informaonal materials. Event organizers
esmate that approximately 22,700 people
aended these events. The events included
three “half-oﬀ “events at commercial car
washes. Approximately 145 customers received
discounted car washes at these events, along
with informaon on stormwater polluon
prevenon.
At ﬁve community events, the Watershed Watch
booth included a bean bag toss game that helps
children idenfy the correct way to dispose of
items such as plasc bags, paint, pescides, yard
trimmings, and aluminum cans. Approximately
950 children played the bean bag game. Overall,

Increasing awareness and changing behaviors

interpreve specialist posion at the Don
Edwards San Francisco Bay Naonal Wildlife
Refuge Environmental Educaon Center (EEC)
for conducng the Watershed Watchers Program
(WWP). WWP acvies, which are conducted
primarily on the weekends, build watershed
awareness and encourage stormwater polluon
prevenon behaviors among aendees. As part of
the WWP, EEC staﬀ conducted over 100 programs
that aracted nearly 5,000 parcipants in 2012.

Community outreach event, Cupertino.

Watershed Watch booth staﬀ distributed more
than 3,500 outreach materials and giveaways at
these events.

Point of Purchase Outreach on
Pesticides
The Program maintained literature racks displaying
less-toxic pest management literature at 38
hardware retail stores and nurseries in Santa
Clara Valley. To help customers idenfy less-toxic

Watershed Watch School Assemblies
Each year, the Program sponsors 50 educaonal
assemblies by the musical group ZunZun at local
elementary schools. These bilingual musical
assemblies educate elementary school students
and their teachers on watersheds and urban runoﬀ
polluon prevenon. In 2012, the assemblies
reached approximately 12,000 students and their
teachers.

Our Water Our World public outreach display, at a
retail store.

Watershed Watchers Program
The Program connued to fund a full-me
Watershed Watchers Program activity at EEC.

products, Program staﬀ placed “shelf-talkers”
(product idenﬁcaon tags) on store shelves.
The Program also funded less-toxic pest control
trainings for store employees.
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Conditionally Exempted Discharges
Some non-stormwater discharges are permied to
storm drains and local creeks if best management
pracces (BMPs) are implemented to minimize
pollutant discharges. The MRP speciﬁes these types
of discharges and the BMPs for implementaon.
The Program helped update the SCVURPPP
Condionally Exempted Discharges (CED) Report
for consistency with MRP Provision C.15. The
CED Report was approved by the Management
Commiee in February 2011. The ﬁnal report
is available on the Program’s website (www.
scvurppp.org). Addionally, the Water Ulity
Operaon and Maintenance Polluon Prevenon
Ad Hoc Task Group (AHTG) was formed to
evaluate and recommend Program strategies
for meeng Provision C.15 requirements for
planned, unplanned and emergency discharges
that apply to water ulity operaons. The AHTG
updated the SCVURPPP Water Ulity Operaon
and Maintenance Discharge Model Polluon
Prevenon Plan (WUDPPP), which was approved by
the Management Commiee in January 2011. The
WUDPPP is available on the Program website.
During 2012, the AHTG compiled and reviewed
planned potable water release data obtained from
six Co-permiees who are water ulies. The
reviewed data consisted of over 7,000 releases
reported in the past two ﬁscal years. Based on

the review, a new category entled “Low Impact
Planned Potable Water Release” was developed.
The data analysis was supported by special ﬁeld
studies conducted by the cies of Palo Alto, San
Jose and Sunnyvale. The purpose of the new
category is to demonstrate that BMPs implemented
post-release are capable of consistently producing
non-stormwater that is not a source of pollutants
and to reduce monitoring and reporng
requirements. Agencies have implemented BMPs
for potable water discharges prior to the adopon
of the MRP, and will connue implemenng
BMPs for low impact potable water releases.
However, implemenng new MRP monitoring, data
management and reporng requirements were an
increase in limited resources. In August 2012, the
Management Commiee approved a modiﬁcaon
to the SCVURPPP Water Ulity Operaon and
Maintenance Discharge Model Polluon Prevenon
Plan (WUDPPP) to include the new category,
associated BMPs and monitoring/reporng
requirements.
The Program’s FY11-12 Annual Report provided
supporng documentaon for a new condionally
exempt discharge category and directed the Water
Board’s staﬀ aenon to the Program’s intended
implementaon of the new category absent receipt
of objecon from the Execuve Oﬃcer.
Dechlorination of potable water during hydrant
ﬂushing.
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Municipal Operations and Inspections
To minimize non-stormwater discharges to storm drains
and local creeks from maintenance-related acvies,
Co-permiees employ a number of best management
pracces (BMPs) to maximize pollutant removal and
polluon prevenon while sweeping streets, cleaning
storm drain inlets/basins, and conducng other roune
municipal maintenance acvies. Co-permiees also
inspect local construcon sites and businesses to ensure
that they are in compliance with stormwater regulaons.
Program staﬀ facilitates the Municipal Operaons Ad Hoc
Task Group (AHTG), a forum where Co-permiees share
informaon about permit requirements and speciﬁc
issues with the Pump Staon Monitoring Program and
the Collecon System Screening Program. In 2012, Copermiees reported the status of procedures for collecng
dry and wet weather monitoring data for pump staons
and shared experiences implemenng the procedures.

Program staﬀ also facilitates the industrial Inspecon and
Illicit Discharge Detecon and Eliminaon Ad Hoc Task
Group. To assist Co-permiees with requirements for
controlling polluted discharges from mobile businesses,
Program staﬀ worked with this AHTG to develop a Mobile
Business Outreach Brochure. The brochure provides
informaon about using BMPs to prevent polluted water
from entering the stormwater drainage system and
why they are required. The brochure is intended for
automobile washers or detailers, power washers, carpet
cleaners, steam cleaners and pet care services. Inspectors
will use the brochure to educate mobile businesses about
proper handling and disposal of wastewater generated
during these acvies.
Program staﬀ also developed a fact sheet entled
Requirements for Copper Roofs and Other Architectural
Copper - Protect water quality during installaon,
cleaning, treang, and washing! for use in educang
municipal staﬀ, contractors, and property owners. The
fact sheet describes BMPs for proper disposal of coppercontaining wash water.

Workshops and Trainings
The Program connued to conduct trainings and
workshops to assist Permiee staﬀ with permit
compliance. Training topics for 2012 included conducng
eﬀecve stormwater inspecons of industrial and
commercial facilies.
Copper architectural feature

Mobile Business Outreach Brochure
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Future Milestones
During 2013 and 2014, the Program and/or Co-permiees plan to conduct
the following acvies based on current priories and available resources:

•

Trash Controls
•

•

•

Develop and submit ﬁnal Trash Generaon Rates Technical
Memorandum in early 2013, and ﬁnalize Co-permiee trash baseline
loading esmates in fall 2013.
Assist BASMAA with the development of long-term trash reducon
plan framework and guidance, methods for assessing progress toward
reducon goals, and tracking and reporng requirements.
Assist BASMAA with implemenng a grant-funded project entled
“Tracking California’s Trash”, designed to test trash assessment
methods and determine the eﬀecveness of trash control measures.

•

Develop Co-permiee Long-term Trash Load Reducon Plans
designed to achieve “No Visual Impact” of trash in urban creeks, by
2022.

•

Connue to annually conduct trash hot spot cleanups and
assessments in Santa Clara Valley creeks.

•

PCBs and Mercury Controls
•
•
•
•
•

Water Quality Monitoring
•

•

•
•

Develop and submit electronic creek status monitoring data to Water
Board by January 15, 2013, and Urban Creeks Monitoring Report to
by March 15, 2013.
Connue to conduct creek status monitoring in 2013, including
water and sediment toxicity and chemistry monitoring, biological
assessments, general water quality, and CRAM.
Connue to conduct stressor/source idenﬁcaon projects in lower
Guadalupe River and mid-Coyote Creek.
Connue to conduct pollutant loads monitoring in Guadalupe River
and Sunnyvale East Channel.

New Development and Redevelopment
•
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Complete and submit a “Status Report on the Applicaon of
Feasibility/Infeasibility Criteria” for LID measures to the Water Board
by December 1, 2013, (in coordinaon with BASMAA).

Complete construcon (by the Cies of Campbell and Palo Alto) of
the remaining two of three green street demonstraon projects
in Santa Clara Valley which will help sasfy the MRP requirement
to construct ten green street demonstraon projects throughout
the Bay region (the third project in the City of Los Altos has already
completed construcon);
Connue to provide useful and updated guidance, tools, and training
for designing and implemenng LID and ﬂow control measures on
development projects.

•

Acvely parcipate in BASMAA’s Clean Watersheds for a Clean Bay
(CW4CB) project funded by the USEPA.
Finalize the Leo Avenue source idenﬁcaon pilot project.
Conduct enhanced sediment management pilot implementaon
project at Leo Avenue invesgaon area.
Assist in the planning and coordinaon of the Leo Avenue
Hydrodynamic Separator retroﬁt monitoring.
Connue implementaon of the stormwater diversion monitoring
project in the City of Palo Alto.
Develop a comprehensive Integrated Monitoring Report (in
coordinaon with BASMAA), which esmates PCB and mercury
loads removed via MRP implementaon, and assists in the future
implementaon of stormwater pollutant control measures in the Bay
Area.

Additional Activities
•

Connue to assist Co-permiees with municipal operaons,
industrial/commercial and construcon inspecons, and illicit
discharge detecon and eliminaon programs.

•

Begin discussions with Water Board staﬀ on MRP reissuance currently
scheduled for 2014.

